
 

When the Towne Family Association 

gathered in Portsmouth, NH on Sep-

tember 25, 26 and 27, there was a 

great mix of reminiscing, 21st century 

science, and serious consideration of 

the Associationõs future.  TFA President 

Elizabeth Hanahan guided us well and 

the cooperation of everyone saw us 

through moments of confusion.  As 

planning chair for the meeting, I could 

not have asked to work with a better 

cooperative group.  Even the folks we 

worked with from outside of TFA were 

caught  up in the good time we were 

having and added to the sense of fel-

lowship we were building. 

 Three of our four meeting work-

shops were presented by TFA mem-

bers.  Genealogist Karen Towne was 

prepared to offer beginners resources 

and advice about working on their fam-

ily trees only to discover that she had a 

group of experienced family research-

ers.  What followed was a wonderful 

exchange of ideas, information and 

stories with the presenter and audi-

ence sharing information for the bene-

fit of everyone.   

 Anyone who had questions 

about the TFA website and how to 

navigate it had all of their questions 

answered plus much more from the 

workshop led by Elizabeth Hanahan.  

Questions and discussion led to sug-

gestions and recommendations to 

make the website even more user-

friendly. The mystery of DNA and the 

TFA DNA project were the topics of 

the final member-led workshop.  Mar-

garet Press led a discussion that 

showed the great opportunities of-

fered by the project, as well as some 

of the foibles and mysteries yet to be 

worked out.  The project is well un-

derway  and other Towne descen-

dents are being sought to participate 

(see the article Help Wanted for more 

information).    

 Surveyor Gerry Miller of 

Hampton, NH used the story of the 

first official maps of towns in New 

Hampshire to share insights into the 

creation of both maps and towns 

throughout the world.  With a solid 

New England perspective, and the 

(Continued on page 66) 

G r a v e s t o n e s  +  O l d  M a p s  +  

T o w n e  D N A  =  A  G r e a t  W e e k e n d !  

 

T O W N E  F A M I L Y  A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C .  

About Towne 
December 2009, January 2010, February 2010 Volume XXIX, No. 4 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Gravestones + Old 

Maps .. 

63, 

66-67 

HELP WANTED 64, 82 

Presidentõs Letter 65 

2009 Meeting of the 

Membership 
68-72 

New Members 73 

Obituary 73 

2010 Meeting 73 

Historianõs Corner 74 

Howard Towne 75 

New Additions  76 

Genealogy Notes 77 

Rita Towne Gray 78-81 

TFA Throws 82 

Storytellers, Would-be 

Authors 
83. 

Renewing Your  Mem-

bership 
84, 85 



 

P a g e  6 4  A b o u t  T o w n e  

TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Executive Office 

1400 Fones Rd. SE #7-101 

Olympia, WA 98501 

(360) 539-7768 

E-Mail: vitowne@yahoo.com 

TFA Website:  http://www.townefolk.com/ 

 

President: Elizabeth Hanahan 

POB 367, Bethlehem CT 08751 

E-Mail: HanahanTFA@aol.com 

 

Vice-President: Raymond Towne 

VP Programs: Linda Stone 

VP Publications:  Ann Koshar 

 

Genealogist: Karen Towne 

2303 Denmark St., Muskegon, MI 49441 

E-Mail: Townekaren@aol.com 

(For all genealogical data and questions) 

 

Executive Secretary: Virginia Towne 

(Use the Executive Office address. For all New Mem-

ber applications, Membership Renewals, and fees as 

well as membership questions and procedures.) 

 

Treasurer: Wilbur Purvis 

2214 SW Spence Ct., Troutdale OR 97060 

E-mail: greshamwil@aol.com 

 

Recording Secretary: Barry Cass 

 

Parliamentarian:  Barry Cass 

 

Sunshine: Mary F. Towne 

4099 Push Mountain, POB 22, Norfolk, AR 72658 

E-Mail: fuzzytowne@yahoo.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

All membership inquiries should go to the Executive 

Office. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Editor in Chief: Karen Evans 

11230 Gold Express Dr., #310-198, Gold River CA 

95670  

 

E-Mail: abouttownenews@hotmail.com 

(All newsletter articles and questions) 

About Towne is the official voice of the Towne Family Association, Inc. 

Please address all submissions to the proper office. See membership 

notices in this issue for membership information. Unless otherwise speci-

fied by the source person or copyright holder, all submissions become 

the property of the association for the purposes of publication and inclu-

sion in historical files.  Published quarterly: March, June, September, and 

December. 

HELP WANTED  

 

Are you retired? Bored? Looking 

for something to do because you 

have too much time on your 

hands? Want to share your exper-

tise with your family association?  

 

TFA needs you.  We are seeking volunteers to assist 

on a variety of projects. 

 

Webmaster: Do you have experience with web de-

sign?  Volunteer to help maintain and build our web 

site.  Contact: Margaret Press. 

DNA Test Subject: No experience required! Contact 

Margaret Press (See the article Gravestones, Old 

Maps and Towne DNA for more information and who 

TFA is looking for to participate).  

(Continued on page 82) 

ing research to strengthen our database and to 

make contributions to support historical sites signifi-

cant to our history both in the U.S. and in England. I 

am excited about the direction TFA is moving and 

look forward to your continued participation.   

 

Happy holidays to you and your family. 

 

Elizabeth Hanahan 

(Continued from page 65) 
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Marie Roome. Jean and Arthur J. Towne made the 

evening special as they accompanied the presen-

tation with a tribute highlighting the Roomesõ con-

tributions during the last 25 years.  

 

In other news: The 2008 index of About Towne will 

soon be posted to the TFA website and for anyone 

interested, back copies of the newsletter will also 

soon be available. Watch the website for details. 

 We will be investigating publishing the text 

of the tour which Arthur J. and Jean Towne pre-

pared for our Peabody meeting and will be looking 

into reprinting the TFA cookbook. We hope that 

these two publications will help us to generate 

revenue for the organization and for our meetings. 

Look for more information about upcoming meet-

ings and TFA publishing ventures in future newslet-

ters and posted to the TFA website. 

 Arthur and Jean also made a generous con-

tribution of $250 to TFA for the purpose of estab-

lishing a òJames F. and Marie Roome Genealogy 

Fund.ó This money will be kept separate from the 

general fund and will be used for a specific pur-

pose to be determined by the Roomes.   

 

Itõs Membership Renewal Time 

December is TFA renewal time and you will notice 

changes as we streamline the process (see p. 84 

for details).    

 You may also be wondering òWhy renewó? 

Especially with so much information on the TFA 

website, what is the value in a membership? Mem-

bership in TFA is your opportunity to connect with 

others who share your heritage - through the news-

letter, on the website, and at meetings. In addition, 

TFA counts on your support in order to fund ongo-

(Continued on page 64) 

The 2009 annual meeting in Portsmouth, NH was 

eventful and productive.  The hotel and catering 

staffs were wonderful. They provided everything we 

needed for the weekend (expertly planned by Barry 

Cass) to run as smoothly as possible. Several at-

tendees drove to Danvers, MA for a Friday evening 

a concert by The Essex Harmony, Glenn Mairoõs 

choral group then a number of us, myself included, 

managed to squeeze in a lobster dinner as well! 

 There were lively and robust discussions on 

a multitude of critical topics during Saturdayõs gen-

eral meeting. There were many ideas and recom-

mendations to improve annual meeting atten-

dance and reduce costs.   

 The 2010 and 2011 meetings are already 

in the planning stages. The 2010 meeting (our 30th 

Reunion Celebration) will be held in Omaha, NE 

and will be chaired by Anita Carson. 30 years is 

quite an achievement for a family association, so 

this meeting is significant.  Anita Carson is putting 

together a program which will celebrate this 

achievement and at the same time will allow atten-

dees to experience the many sights of Omaha.   

 In 2011, the meeting returns to the Salem, 

MA area and will be chaired by Julia DiCicco. Julia 

is a college student and 3rd generation TFAer and 

attended her first TFA meeting in Salem when she 

was only 7! She is planning a mid-summer meeting 

with the focus on encouraging families to attend 

with their children and/or grandchildren. Events 

will be planned to introduce children to their heri-

tage and give them the opportunity to walk in the 

footsteps of their ancestors. Julia would love to 

hear from you with suggestions and ideas for 2011 

gathering. Email her at juliadicicco@sbcglobal.net 

 A highlight of the Saturday evening ban-

quet was the presentation of a plaque to Jim and 

P r e s i d e n t ô s  M e s s a g e 
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New Hamp-

shire twang 

in his voice, 

Gerry was 

able to re-

late 17th 

and 18th 

century 

maps to 

political re-

alities fac-

ing small 

towns 

across the 

country to-

day.  His 

knowledge 

and love 

of maps 

and the 

work he has been doing combined for a presenta-

tion that was informative and entertaining.   

 Towne DNA and antique maps lead us 

straight to gravestones and the wonderful evening 

program presented by Brenda Sullivan of The 

Gravestone Girls.  Although more than a few of us 

may have suspected that cemeteries and grave-

stones are potentially interesting and educational, 

no one would have dared suggest they could be 

wildly entertaining.  As their website promises, The 

Gravestone Girls  òPut the rave back in graveyardó! 

Faces of death and eternal life, the realities of de-

spair and the promises of new life all became real 

through Brendaõs words and slide presentation.  

None of us may ever look at a gravestone the 

(Continued from 
page 1) 

same again! 

 During the meeting of the membership on 

Saturday morning, President Elizabeth Hanahan 

made several presentations in recognition of com-

mitment and hard work of several TFA members.  

Those recognized included: 

¶ Marie Roome and Ann Louise Denehy, the 

2009 Nominating Committee, 

¶ Linda Stone, who assumed the position of IN-

TERIM Vice President of Programs, 

¶ Barry Cass, chair of  the Portsmouth Meeting, 

¶ Cindy Kendall, who supplied invaluable techni-

cal support for the TFA website, and 

¶ Several people who were involved with preserv-

ing and organizing About Towne: 

Left to Right: Anita Carson,  LaVerne Carson, Stan Johnson, Karen Johnson, Barbara Hanno and Phillip Hanno 
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switch meal selections, eat pizza if necessary, and 

in many other ways offered cooperation as the 

hour of the banquet approached.  When all was 

said and done, 51 meals were served and every-

one was fed.  The caterer made the feat look easy;  

TFA members made it look it fun; and TFA leader-

ship made it seem that they never doubted every-

thing would be just right. 

 On Sunday, happy TFA members hugged, 

shook hands and exclaimed, òSee you in Omaha 

next yearó! Gravestones, antique maps, and Towne 

DNA had combined to make a great and enjoyable 

weekend.  

 

Barry Cass 

¶ Ann Touhy who indexed all the issues and 

¶ Arthur A. and Eleanor Towne who put the 

index into electronic form. 

 

Margaret Press and Jim Roome were named Mem-

bers of the Year. Margaret was named for her work 

on the DNA Project and Jim named for many hours 

volunteered and much energy expended in many 

rolls and positions for TFA. 

 Communication snafus made it impossible 

for us know how many people were expected for 

dinner.  34 quickly grew to 46 by Saturday morning 

and we were left to wonder if there would be 

enough food.  TFA members quickly agreed to 

Left to Right:  Sondra Carlson, Fred Carlson, Heather Mabee, Tim Mabee, Lois Hoover, Ann Louise  Denehy, and Norman Towne 
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The Annual Meeting of the Towne Family Associa-

tion was called to order at 9 AM in the Cutty Room 

of the Best Western Wynwood Hotel and Suites in 

Portsmouth, NH by President Elizabeth Hanahan 

 The Roll of Officers was called by Re-

cording Secretary, Barry Cass. 

  

Officers present were: 

¶ President ð Elizabeth Hanahan 

¶ Vice President ð Ray Towne 

¶ Vice President for Programs (interim) Linda 

Stone 

¶ Executive Secretary ð Virginia Towne 

¶ Recording Secretary ð Barry Cass 

¶ Genealogist ð Karen Towne 

 

Officers not present were: 

¶ Treasurer ð Will Purvis 

¶ Vice President for Publications (open) 

 

President Hanahan appointed Barry Cass as Parlia-

mentarian. 

 A quorum was declared and the meeting 

proceeded. 

 TFA President, Elizabeth Hanahan, read a 

list of TFA members who have passed away since 

the last meeting: James Towne, Ray Salem Towne, 

Jr., Alice Copeland Roper Trotter, Earla Towne Nel-

son, Dorothy Towne Monroe, Mary Alice òRobinó 

Wagner, John Dickinson Towne, Wayne Marshall 

Riggle, Paul Russell Miller and David Bosley.  A 

moment of silence was observed. 

 Notes were read from several members 

who were not able to attend the meeting. Notes 

were from: Shirley and Jim Patterson, Will and Jan 

Purvis, Frank Roseo, Barbara Holden, Barbara 

Cole, Jean Morris and Karen Courtney. 

 After some discussion, it was determined 

that Wally Parsons was the oldest member in at-

tendance, Julie DiCicco the youngest, and Virginia 

Towne the member who had traveled furthest.  In 

addition, there were five members for whom this 

was their first TFA meeting. 

 The membership next turned their atten-

tion to the reports printed in the Annual Meeting 

Booklet.  A motion made by Virginia Towne and 

seconded by Emma Mosher was passed unani-

mously and all of the reports (including the meet-

ing minutes from the 2008 meeting) were ac-

cepted as printed. 

 

Treasurerõs Report 

The Treasurerõs report was reviewed.  A key take-

away from the Treasurerõs report is that TFA mem-

bership is down. In addition, a) the number of new 

memberships has declined, b) our Annual Meet-

ings typically lose money, and c) our expenses 

(particularly expenses for the newsletter) have in-

creased.  In the past year, we had added expenses 

from the England trip [which was cancelled] and 

we added a one-time expense to cover the cost of 

the TFA throws [which will be recouped through 

sales of the throws].  Additionally, it is impossible 

to determine the number of members of the TFA by 

the dues received because there are different 

categories of membership ð each with a separate 

fee. 

 

Membership Committee 

It was noted that the Membership Committee has 

been inactive for several years, but we have 

reached a point in the life of our Association where 

there is a need to reactivate it.  Vice President Ray 

Towne agreed to chair.  Ray will be looking for in-
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in the day and the banquet in the evening.  He also 

suggested people take advantage of nearby Straw-

berry Banks, Kitteryõs outlet shopping, and other 

local sites.  He further noted that he had not re-

ceived all of the names of everyone who had pre-

registered for the meeting.  He and Elizabeth were 

working with the caterer and the hotel and would 

do everything possible to make sure everyone re-

ceived the meal they had pre-paid for, but was 

hoping for understanding and patience from every-

one. 

 

New Membership 

Executive Secretary, Virginia Towne, reported there 

were 25 new members in the past year and three 

of these were reinstated lapsed memberships.  

Our total membership is now 340. 

 

Genealogist  

Genealogist Karen Towne reported that our data-

base is being maintained by Roots IV and that she 

welcomes questions about lineage from members. 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Karen Evans, editor of About Towne, reminded 

everyone that she is happy to receive articles for 

the newsletter.  It is our newsletter and it is about 

us. 

 

Certificates of Appreciation 

President Elizabeth Hanahan awarded several cer-

tificates of appreciation.  Receiving certificates of 

appreciation were: 

¶ Barry Cass as chair of the 2009 meeting, 

¶ Marie Roome and Ann Louise Denehy as mem-

bers of the Nominating Committee, 

(Continued on page 70) 

put and help from all corners of TFA. 

 

Newsletter  

Due to illness, Jim Patterson was unable to com-

plete the year as VP for Publications, so President 

Elizabeth Hanahan took on this responsibility for 

several months. Karen Evans became editor of 

About Towne  mid-year and has made layout and 

other changes to the newsletter which has met 

with much approval. 

 Each quarterly issue is available at our 

website to members and nonmembers, but past 

issues are available only to members.  This is an 

incentive to be a member. 

 There has been some discussion of pub-

lishing About Towne less frequently than quarterly.  

Given the reality of falling membership and the 

need to build interest in TFA, the Executive Board 

unanimously opposed this suggestion and the 

membership agreed that the current publication 

schedule is best. 

 

Publicity 

The internet was the primary focus of advertising 

for this meeting.  It was suggested that the local 

papers be contacted about follow-up reports on 

this meeting.  Ideas for publicity from the members 

are welcome. 

 

Programs  

Interim VP for Programs, Linda Stone, reported 

that the 2010 meeting will be in Omaha, NE Sep-

tember 23, 24 and 25, and Anita Carson is the 

chair.  We are still looking for places in 2011 and 

beyond. 

 Barry Cass, chair of the 2009 meeting, re-

minded everyone of two workshops to be held later 
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¶ Linda Stone for 

stepping up 

again to filling in 

as VP for Pro-

grams, 

¶ Ann Touhy for 

hours of work 

indexing About 

Towne, 

¶ Arthur A. and 

Eleanor Towne 

for putting the 

index on a CD 

and, 

¶ Cindy Kendall for 

her work as Tech 

assistant on 

the website. 

 

Elizabeth also 

named Margaret Press and Jim Roome as Mem-

bers of the Year for their contribution to the Asso-

ciation. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Membership Cards  

Barry Cass moved and Margaret Press seconded a 

motion that the Executive Board find an inexpen-

sive way to create and distribute membership 

cards. Motion passed with no dissenting votes. 

 

Book Update  

Lois Hoover reported that, following some delay, 

she is closing in on a publication date for the book.  

She is looking to a late 2010 publication date.  TFA 

cannot publish the book.  Funds previously set 

aside for the book were absorbed into the general 

fund of the Association once Lois Hoover decided 

to publish the book on her own. 

 

England Trip 

Although this yearõs planned trip had to be can-

celled, all the necessary genealogical work has 

been done and the genealogist paid.  The trip 

should be re-planned.  Because a minimum of 

twenty people would be needed to make the trip 

viable, it was agreed that we needed a minimum of 

thirty people to sign-up in advance. This will keep 

us safe from last minute cancellations and unfore-

seen difficulties.  A couple of TFA members have 

agreed to consider leading the trip.  TFA would 

have no financial commitment.  Elizabeth will con-

tinue conversations with interested parties and an 

(Continued on page 71) 

Jim and Marie Roome being presented an award for their service to TFA by Arthur and Jean Towne 
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Annual Meetings Discussion 

  

Format Discussion 

 There was some discussion of changing 

the format from full meetings every year to full 

meetings every other year with regional gatherings 

in-between. Pros and cons were discussed. 

 Another idea was to perhaps meet in the 

summer to or alternate between summer and fall 

meetings. 

 There was also discussion to revisit the 

decision that was made years ago to meet in New 

England every four ð five years. 

 It was also noted that one can host a meet-

ing without living in the area. 

 Virginia Towne moved that meetings con-

tinue to be held every year and after a second by 

Jim Roome, the motion passed. 

 Discussion of format continued with dis-

cussion about how to encourage òyoungeró people 

to attend.  Good ideas were generated. 

 A committee that will include: Ray Towne, 

Julia diCicco and Anita Carson - with everyone wel-

come to offer inputñwas established to consider 

the meeting format.  There will be an ongoing dis-

cussion of this at our Yahoo site. 

 

2011 Meeting 

Julia diCicco volunteered to chair the 2011 meet-

ing which will be in August in the Danvers or Quincy 

area.  Any assistance is welcome. 

 

Other Meetings 

Anyone who would like to host a regional social 

meeting is welcome to do so. Use the website and 

Yahoo groups for publicity. 

(Continued on page 72) 

announcement will be forthcoming.  A trip does not 

seem feasible before 2011.  Individual cost for the 

trip would probably be about $5000 though per-

haps lower depending on specific arrangements. 

 

DNA Project 

The project continues and a full report will be 

shared at meeting and workshop in the afternoon. 

 

Archives 

Arthur Towne reports we have space for a small 

amount of additional material but will need to con-

sider a location for future archival material.  Per-

haps we need to look into a new location that is 

more accessible.  Arthur will continue to research 

this and report back at the 2010 meeting. 

 

Web Site 

A five generation searchable database is now avail-

able online for TFA members.  The plans are to 

make the website more interactive with announce-

ments of births, deaths, marriages, and more.  

There could also be articles of various kinds, book 

reviews and other pertinent information for TFA 

members. 

 YAHOO Groups is currently up and running 

but not well-used.  More announcements are 

needed.  Everyone is encouraged to use this as a 

principle was of interacting through the year. 

 It is now possible to read About Towne 

online, on the website.  An attempt will be made to 

have more members receive the newsletter elec-

tronically.  There was discussion about changing 

the membership fee to represent whether one re-

ceives the newsletter by post or electronically, but 

that was dropped. 
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Recommendations from the Executive Board 

Barry Cass presented the recommendations from 

the Executive Board: 

 

¶ Contribute $500 to the Rebecca Nurse 

Homestead. Moved by Cass and seconded 

by Virginia Towne. 

 

Concern was expressed about the direction and 

future of the Homestead, but on vote, the motion 

carried. 

 

¶ Contribute $500 to St. Nicholas Church in 

Greater Yarmouth, Norfolk, England. 

Moved by Cass and seconded by Jim 

Roome. The motion carried. 

¶ Investigate TFA publication of the Tour Nar-

rative by Arthur and Jean Towne.  No action 

needed, none taken. 

¶ Investigate TFA republishing the cookbook.  

No action needed, none taken. 

 

Membership Dues 

A question was raised about annual membership 

fees. Fees are currently $15 for an individual and 

$20 for a family membership.  Following discus-

sion, Gladys Parsons moved and Lois Hoover sec-

onded that dues be increased to $20 for individu-

als and $25 for families.  The motion passed. 

 Concern was raised about the increase in 

the dues just voted, and further discussion fol-

lowed. Because people join at different times of 

year, it was not clear when new rates would begin.  

In addition, some members thought the increases 

were too high. 

(Continued from page 71)  Virginia Towne moved and Paul S. Towne 

seconded the motion, òas of January 1, 2011, an-

nual dues for TFA membership will be $20 for an 

individual and $22 for a familyó.  The motion 

passed. 

 

Nominating Committee 

Elizabeth called for the report of the Nominating 

Committee, and the following nominations were 

reported: 

 

President ð Elizabeth Hanahan 

Vice President ð Ray Towne 

Vice President for Programs - Linda Stone 

Vice President for Publications - Ann Koshar 

Executive Secretary ð Virginia Towne 

Recording Secretary ð Barry Cass 

Treasurer ð Will Purvis 

Genealogist ð Karen Towne 

 

 Jim Roome moved and LaVerne Carson 

seconded the motion that the slate of officers as 

presented be elected.  The motion carried. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting ad-

journed at 11:55 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barry Cass, Recording Secretary 
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N e w  m e m b e r s  

David Robert Bosley, 66, died Monday August 10, 

2009 in Tampa, FL. 

 

David was born in Trenton, CT on September 22, 

1942, the son of Laura (Chapman) Bosley and the 

late Joseph Robert Bosley. He proudly served his 

country in the United States Air Force for four 

years.  He owned his own electronic repair busi-

ness for many years and retired in 2008.  He is 

survived by his wife Susan, his three children and 

two step-children. A memorial service was held in 

Plant City, FL on August 15, 2009 and in Meriden, 

NH on August 16, 2009. 

 

David Bosleyõs Lineage 

 

(1) William 

(2) Edmund 

(3) Joseph 

(4) Nathan 

(5) Aaron (1) 

(6) Aaron (2) 

(7) James 

(8) Daisy 

(9) Laura Bosley 

(10) David 

Wayne Thompson 

Tucson, AZ  

 

Suzanne Karstine 

Raleigh, NC  

 

Alicia Hardt 

Tacoma, WA   

 

Jane E. (Nourse) Hickey 

Oro Valley, AZ   

 

O b i t u a r i e s  

2 0 1 0  M e e t i n g  

The 2010 meeting of TFA will be held September 

23 - 25, 2010 at the Marriott Hotel in Omaha, NE.    

 

 In 2010, one of the meeting sessions will 

be òMeet the Genealogistsó so be sure to bring 

your questions  and they will try to help you find 

the answers.  Also, in 2010,  we will have a 

Spouses Tour for those spouses who do not wish 

to sit in on the meeting. 

 

 Mark your calendars for September 23 - 

25, 2010 and plan to come to Omaha. 

                                                                                      

Anita Carson 
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time in the mid-nineteenth century, English paint-

ers began showing pilgrims that way.  Quakers, of 

course, wore plain dress and apparently artists 

confused Puritans and Quakers.  Within a few dec-

ades American painters started using the same 

convention.  Thus, the plain dressing Puritan was 

born. 

 

Virginia Towne 

One of the first things that we learn when studying 

history is that if everyone knows it, it probably isnõt 

true.  We all know that the Puritan men wore black 

simple costumes with white square collars and a 

tall hat and long pants. The women wore black 

with a broad white collar and a white cap.  The chil-

dren dressed like their parents and didnõt have any 

fun. 

 Actually, the Puritans didnõt wear clothing 

like this.  What they wore was what others in Eng-

land wore, and pictures of the time do not show 

people in England wearing black and white.  Peo-

ple in England wore clothes of many colors ð the 

colors were just not as bright as they are today.  

Reds, blues, greens and yellows were common col-

ors of the time.  

 Puritans who went to New England were 

mostly from the lower nobility - the merchant class 

or well-to-do farmers.  These people would proba-

bly wear fashionable clothing that was functional 

for their lives, not the fancier court dress shown in 

portraits.  Both sexes wore tight upper body cloth-

ing.  Women wore full skirts and men wore loose 

pants to the knee with socks, garters, and boots of 

varying lengths and complexity.   Menõs jackets 

might have been pointed in the front with the 

sleeves slashed and showing the full sleeves un-

derneath.  Lots of cloth created air spaces which 

functioned to keep the wearer warm.   

 Womenõs clothing might have included a 

bum roll ð a roll of stuffed cloth that went under 

the top of the skirt that pushed the skirt out.  The 

bodice of their costume might have a square neck 

that might seem a little low with a lace collar over 

the shoulders and around the back of the neck.   

 So, why then do Thanksgiving candles 

show the little boy and girl in black clothes? Some-

 

dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?trg=1&strucID=717995&imageID=811784&total=42&num=0&word=English%20%2D%2D%20Clothing%20%26%20dress%20%2D%2D%201600%2D1699&s=3&notword=&d=&c=&f=2&k=0&lWord=&lField=&sScope=&sLevel=&sLabel=&imgs=20&pos=6&e=w
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Howard Towneõs Lineage 

 

(1) William 

(2) Edmund 

(3) Joseph 

(4) Nathan 

(5) Aaron 

(6) Aaron 

(7) James 

(8) Fred 

(9) Howard 

(10) Rodney, Brian, Bradley, and Dan  

On May 30, 2009, 

a lovely Saturday 

afternoon, Howard 

and Frances 

Towne left home 

ostensibly to at-

tend an anniver-

sary party for Bar-

bara and Woody 

Woodland. Never 

suspecting a 

thing, Howard 

walked into the 

room crowded 

with over 100 peo-

ple who had gath-

ered to celebrate 

his 90th birthday. 

 He was 

greeted with 

shouts of 

òSurpriseó and 

òHappy Birthdayó.  After the 

shock wore off, he had a won-

derful time visiting with family and friends, both old 

and new.   

 Since I cannot list everyone who attended, 

I will mention one notable guestñHowardõs cousin, 

Emma (Towne) Mosher from Plainfield, NH.   

 Howard was entertained by five of his great 

grandchildren, ranging in age from 3 1/2 to 8 

years of age, who counted the years of his life from 

1 to 90.  They were directed by his granddaughter-

in-law, Sheila.  The New Boston Circle Singers 

made a guest appearance and sang Howard three 

songs selected especially for him. 

 The party was hosted by Frances, Howardõs 

wife, and their four sons and their wives and part-

ners.  Excerpted from an article by Frances Towne. 

Back Row: (left to right) Bradley, Dan and Rodney; Front Row: Frances, Howard and Brian 
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Atticus Oskar and Solomon Daniel 

Born April 16, 2009. Proud Grandmother Wilma 

(Mrs. Garth Oscar Towne) is pleased to announce 

two new additions to her family. Atticus and Solo-

mon were born this spring to Trenton Oscar and 

Rebecca Towne. 

 

The lineage of Atticus Oskar and Solomon David: 

(1) William and Joanna Blessing 

(2) Joseph and Phoebe (Perkins) 

(3) Joseph and Abigail (Curtis) 

(4) David and Mary (Moore) 

(5) Ebenezer and Mary (Pettingill) 

(6) Howard Pettingill (Towne) and Sarah (Foster) 

(7) Alvin Oscar and Sarah (Fairbanks) 

(8) Earl Leighton and Mary (Eserhut) 

(9) Garth Oscar and Wilma (Bauer) (Grandparents 

of Wild  Rose, WI 

(10) Trenton Oscar and Rebecca (Wilson) 

(11) Atticus Oskar and Solomon David 

Ella Dahlstrom 

 

Emma Mosher recently 

welcomed a new great-

granddaughter to her 

branch of the Towne 

family tree. Ella 

McKenzie Dahl-

strom barely missed 

Father's Day and was 

born just after midnight 

on June 22 , 2009 to 

her delighted parents 

Dawn and Jason Dahl-

strom.  Emma was 

among Ella's first visi-

tors at the hospital and has been enjoying lunch 

dates and home visits with the new baby and the 

rest of her Towne family clan.   

 

Ella McKenzieõs Lineage: 

(1) William  

(2) Edmund 

(3) Joseph 

(4) Nathan 

(5) Aaron 

(6) Aaron 

(7) James 

(8) Elmer  

(9) Emma Towne Shepard Mosher 

(10) Joan Shepard  

(11) Dawn Dahlstrom 

(12) Ella McKenzie  

Pictured here in a four-generation photo are Emma, her daughter, Joan, her granddaughter, 

Dawn, and great granddaughter, Ella.   
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Reuben Towne 

Ontario County, NY; 1788 History of Ontario 

County, NY with illustrations, descriptive of its 

scenery, palatial residences, public buildings, fine 

blocks and important manufacturers. From original 

sketches by artists of the highest ability, Philadel-

phia: Everts, Ensign & Everts, 718 Filbert Street, 

1876. 

 Canandaigua Village, p. 108 

 Fire Company No. 2 was formed and a 

meeting held at old Franklin House on June 24, 

1830.  Reuben Town was the first secretary. He 

was succeeded by O. E. Sibley who held the office 

until he left the village in 1848.   

 The following is the roll of members as ex-

isting January 1, 1831: Reuben Town. 

 On November 8, 1830, the trustees of the 

village voted to erect a new engine house for En-

gine Company No. 2 on the public square on the 

west side of Main Street, south of the court-house 

(now Town Hall). November 18, 1830, the Presi-

dent announced to the Board of Trustees that the 

supervisors of the country would not allow it to be 

placed there, but would consent to have it erected 

near the west end of the court house.  Neither trus-

tees nor firemen  were suited with that proposed 

location.  

 Immediately south of what was known as 

the Masonic lot, the southeast corner of lot No. 4, 

there was a vacant lot and thereon the engine 

house of No. 2 was erected. 

 

Ichabod Towne 

Ontario County, NY; 1788 History of Ontario 

County, NY with illustrations, descriptive of its 

scenery, palatial residences, public buildings, fine 

blocks and important manufacturers. From original 

sketches by artists of the highest ability, Philadel-

phia: Everts, Ensign & Everts, 718 Filbert Street, 

1876. 

 Village of Victor, p. 201 

 Ichabod Towne, of Casanova (NY), came in 

early, and located where  S. Valentine now resides.  

He was by trade a cooper, and erected a shop, in 

which, on stormy days, he worked on ciderð and 

flour-barrels. As evidence of his satisfaction with 

his lot, it may be said that he passed his life at this 

place, and died well along in years.  

 

Submitted by: 

Marlene Cronk White 

 

 

BALLARD GENEALOGY 

William Ballard (1603ñ1639 of Lynn, MA and Wil-

liam Ballard (1617ñ1689) of Andover, MA by 

Charles Frederic Farlow (1911). 

 

(1) Susannah HAVEN, b. October 20, 1690; m  

Israel Town. She died at Belchertown, January 

or February 1787, age 96. 

(2) Molly BALLARD, b. April 19, 1762, m (1) Elijah 

TOWNE 

(3) Hannah BALLARD, b. October 28, 1728; m 

February 13, 1752, Thomas TOWN; rem to Gar-

diner, ME. Six children: Sherebiah TOWN b 

1752, Ephriam TOWN b 1754, Edward TOWN b 

1756, Solomon TOWN b 1758, Hannah TOWN 

b 1762, and Elizabeth TOWN b 1766  

 

Submitted by: 

Linda Fulmer 
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 Rita was raised on the family 500-acre 

farm.  As a small child, Rita learned to appreciate 

nature. She planted and tended the vegetable gar-

den; hiked the fields with her brothers to find the 

virgin snow for sugar on snow; picked berries and 

worked the farm with the family.  Rita fed the 

chickens, helped out around the house with her 

chores, and sometimes even drove the tractor that 

plowed the fields.  Ritaõs still driving today just not 

the big wheels. Rita was òeco-friendlyó and ògreenó 

long before it was cool to be green and way before 

anyone even talked about recycling and compost-

ing!!  Nothing was wasted on the family farm. 

 Rita went to grade school in - you guessed 

it - the proverbial one-room school house.  Her 

closest childhood friend, Norman Burrows, was 

nicknamed Pumpkin because he had red hair and 

was a tad stocky. 

 When Rita went on to high-school, she was 

a caretaker and companion which took care of her 

room and board.  From there, Rita attended col-

lege at Trinity College (Burlington, VT) where she 

majored in Math and Science.  In college, she 

earned the nickname òTrapperó because of the 

beaver skin coat she wore to ward off the cold.  

 Rita met her husband, Donald Rankin Gray, 

in Moores (NY). She was a teacher and he was an 

Immigration Inspector on the New York/Canadian 

border.  They were introduced by her friends Ted 

and Libby Faye who also acted as chaperones 

while they dated.   They married on August 2, 1948 

and honeymooned in Bar Harbor (ME).   

 Rita continued to work while raising a fam-

ily.  She always thought she would stay home with 

her children but yet again Rita was ahead of her 

time ð first ògreenó and then a working mom in a 

(Continued on page 79) 

Rita Towne Gray [TFA member since 1990] cele-

brated her 90th birthday the weekend of June 12th 

2009 in Bradenton (FL) where she has resided as 

a permanent resident  for seven years.  To cele-

brate this historic milestone, Rita and 26 members 

of her family and close friends partied the week-

end away in a manner befitting Ritaõs joie de vie 

and a 

90 th birth-

day bash. 

 Rita was born Rita Joan dõArc Towne in Ber-

lin (VT) (not Germany) June 16, 1919. She was the 

sixth and last child of Mary Stewart and James 

Hiram Towne (descended from Jacob Towne).    

Berlin (VT) for those of you who are unfamiliar with 

Vermont geography is located in North Central Ver-

mont a few miles south of Barre. 
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tion,  she sold bristle brushes from the back of her 

fatherõs milk truck and worked as an elder care-

taker.  As a college student, she waitressed; was a 

lab assistant in eye clinic; worked in banking; and  

was a medical transcriptionist ð where she also 

helped deliver a baby!!  

 She loved being by the water and wanted a 

job that would allow her to have summers off so 

began her teaching career.   She continued teach-

ing until the birth of her fourth child Gary in 1964. 

It was then that she started on a new path in 

Health Services as a night shift admissions clerk. 

That did not last long (go figure) and she was soon 

recruited  (because of her education in math and 

science) to help establish the nuclear medicine 

department.    

 While Rita was born in Vermont and is a 

Vermonter at heart she spent most of her life in 

New York.  She lived in NYC, Plattsburgh, Moores, 

Perrys Mills, Buffalo and Staten Island.  The family 

moved where Donaldõs assignments with the Immi-

gration Service took them.  The family homestead 

is still in Northfield (VT) but Rita has made her re-

tirement home at The Woodlands Village in Florida.  

 Rita is passionate about music and it con-

tinues to be a constant in her life.  She was a piano 

accompanist in college, played the organ at the 

parish church in Plattsburg, and also taught piano.  

She was a member of Richmond Choral for 40 

years.  She is accomplished on the recorder as well 

and the viola dõgamba.    

 She has passed her love of music on to her 

children and grandchildren.  Son Martin plays the 

bagpipes and granddaughter Fiona plays the snare 

drum. They are both in the Staten Island Pipe Band 

and Fiona plays for the Iona College band as well.  

(Continued on page 80) 

two-

income household.  Talk about a trendsetter!  It 

was not her intent to be ahead of her time. It was 

simply a necessity of the time.   

 Rita has been devoted to her family, ex-

tended family and friends and acquaintances 

throughout her life.  She had a wonderful marriage 

to Donald that lasted just shy of 55 years.  She has 

four children: Donita, Martin, Mary, and Gary; and 

nine grandchildren: Jonathan, Amanda, Andrew, 

Evan, Ian, Fiona, Megan, Carissa, and Matthew. 

Countless nieces, nephews and greats and great 

greats that continue to benefit from their wise and 

caring, mother and grandmother, aunt, great aunt 

and friend.   

 Ritaõs career ran the spectrum from selling 

bristle brushes to nuclear medicine (and just about 

everything in-between). To help pay for her educa-

Donald and Rita  
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Daughter Donita plays the piano and grandson 

Jonathan plays the guitar. In addition to her love of 

playing musical instruments and singing, she has 

recently taken up dancing, as a social and physical 

activity.   More often than not, you can find Rita 

with friends dancing on any given Sunday at the 

Elks, American Legion, or at the Von Wenzel for the 

monthly big band performances.    

 In 2009, Rita was crowned Miss Wood-

lands at The Woodlands Village retirement commu-

nity where she is a resident.  The pageant included 

a fashion show, talent contest, speech on The 

Value of Life and a QA session with the pageant 

judges.  One of her good works as Miss Woodlands 

was to raise money for Tidewell hospice care.  Her 

value of Life speech focused on faith, family and 

friendship and to continually challenge yourself.   

 

The 90th Birthday Bash 

In honor of her 90th birthday family and friends 

everyone gathered in Florida for a weekend cele-

bration which began on Friday afternoon June 12th 

with an impromptu pool party.  Martin played the 

bagpipes as the sun set over the Gulf and after 

dinner poolside all convened to the hotel lobby to 

tune in the seventh game of the Stanley Cup.  Sat-

urday the family met at The Woodlands Village and 

Rita was roasted which was followed by a slide 

show presentation of her life then toasted with 

champagne and lemonade.   

 Everyone returned to the hotel for another 

afternoon poolside to work up an appetite for din-

ner on the Gulf.  Everyone enjoyed a delicious meal 

and in between dinner and dessert there was more 

bagpipe playing and Rita was presented with ò90 

reasons why we love you.ó  Everyone shared fond 

and funny memories of Ritaõs influence in their 

lives.  

 Sunday everyone attended Mass at St. Ber-

nardõs on Anna Marie Island.  A pancake breakfast 

and beach party followed. In the early afternoon, 

there was entertainment on the beach so Rita was 

able to get in a few dances before dinner. 

 Monday evening the family hosted a party 

for the residents of The Woodlands Village with 

another presentation of the slide show, bagpipes, 

other entertainment and dancing.  Tuesday was 

Ritaõs actual birthday (June 16th) which began with 

morning dip in the pool followed by lunch at The 

Woodlands Village.   

 It was a birthday celebration fitting of such 

a milestone occasion and Rita kept up with all the 

activities and had a chance to catch up with every-

one.  

 Her family continues to wish her a Happy 

90 th birthday year and continued enjoyment of life.   

 

 

Mary Gray 

 

Rita Towne Grayõs Lineage 

(1) William Towne married Joanna Blessing 

(2) Jacob Towne married Katharine Symonds 

(3) John Towne married  Mary Smith 

(4) Israel Towne married Susannah Haven 

(5) Elijah Towne married Lydia Locke 

(6) Elijah Town II married Sarah Holton 

(7) Allen Town married Zeruiah Stowell 

(8) Allen Towne married Jane Haggard 

(9) Erwin Edward Towne married Mollie Stevens 

(10) Allen Erwin Towne married Bertha Wildenborg  

(11) Rita Breta Towne (1919 - ) married Donald 

Gray (d 3 June 2003) 
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Rita with her family and 

friends  


